IUCAA scientist among 2021
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar winners
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CITY-BASED astrophysicist
Kanak Saha was among the 11
recipients of the 2021 Shanti
Swarup Bhatnagar (55B) prize,
given by the Coundl of Scientific
and Industnal Research (CSIR)
on Sunday.

Everyyear, CSIR presents this
award to scientists below 45
years of age for their contribu-
tions in biology, chemistry,
mathematics, physics, mediane,
engineering and earth, atmos-
phere, ocean and planetary sci-
ences. The award comprises a
cash prize of Rs 5 lakh.

The 2021 S5Bwinner list did
not feature anywoman scientist.

Vice-President M Venkaiah
Maidu presided over the CSIR's
80th toundation day celebra-
tions in New Delhi on Sunday.
MNaidu urged CSIR to turn futuris-
ticand and focus onagnculture
research. He also listed chmate
change, pollution, epidemic and
pandemicoutbreaks among the
growing challenges that thesci-
entific community will have to
focus on.

Saha currently works at the
Inter-University Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics
{IUCAA) in Pune and leads stud-
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1es on galaxies, their formation
and evolution. Specialising in ul-
traviolet astronomy, he is the
principal investigator in the
AstroSat UV Deep Feld (AUDF)
project. AstroSat, launched by
ISROIn 2015, was India's maiden
space-based observatory that
continues to be operational.

Anish Ghosh, a member of
the Indian Academy of Sciences
and recipient of the award un-
der mathematics, works on lie
groups and number theory. He
15 presently a faculty at the
School of Mathematics, Tata
Institute of Fundamental
Research, Mumbai. Another
award winner in the same cate-
gory is Saket Saurabh from the
Indian Institute of Mathematical
Sciences, Chennai. His work fo-
cuses on algorithmic game the-
ory and exact exponential algo-
rithms, among others.

The awardee from the engi-
neering sciences category 1s
Debdeep Mukhopadhyay, afac-
ulty at lIT-Kharagpur. He works
ondeveloping next generation
hardware technology with em-
phasis on cryptography, infor-

mationsecurityand cyberph
ical systems security.

The awardees of biologn
sciences are Amit Singh frc
Indian Institute of Scien
Bengaluru, and Arun Kumr
Shuklaof IIT-Kanpur. Singh's |
works on infectious diseas
with focus on HIV and tuben
losis. Shukda's research invoh
the use of protein biochemist
receptor pharmacology a
structural biology to understa
select non-canonical G-Prott
Coupled Receptor.

Working at the G
Chemistry division of CS
North East Institute of Scien
and Technology, Jorhat, Bin
Kumar 5aikia has bagged t
award under the earth, atmu
phere, ocean and planetary s
ences category. His areas of |
search cover aerosol chemis
and low-grade coal benefic
tion, among others.

For medicine, the winnt
are Jeemon Panniyammal
fromSree Chitra Tirunal Instit
for Medical Scenc
Thiruvananthapuram and Ro
Srivastava of [lIT-Bomb
Srivastava works on phototh
mal therapy for breast can«
and in developing nano-en
neered sensors where
Panniyammakalis a professoi
chronic disease epidemiolog
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